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real builders and pri.oters of Allamakee Uounty have ..rgely been the men who
came into this region when it was an unimproved tract and utilized its natural resources,
transforming the wild prairie land into rich and ppoductive fields, the products of which
wonstitute the chief source of the county's wealth,. David W. Douglass, now residing in
Waukon, is one of those who have contributed in substantial measure to the country's dev-
elopment and advancement, for he opened up and imporved & number of new farms, which he
developed in accordance with meodern sgricultural metheds. He is further entitled te a
place among the homored men of this section as a veteran of the Civil war., Mr. Douglass
has been a resident of Iowa for sixty yearg: was born in Ayshire, Scotland, September
3, 1838, and is a son of David and &makﬁu‘n, also natives of Scotland. The
father crossed the Atlantic to America about the year 1849 and located in Lake county,
Illinois, where he was jolned by his wife and son in 1851. Two years later they moved to
lowa and located in Ludlow township, Allamskee woumty, where the #ather purchased an eighty
acre tract of land, which he cultivated and improved until his Heath.
David W. Douglass was a ladof fifteen when he came with his parents to Iowa. He grew
up on his father's farm and in his childhood broke the raw soil with ow teams and aided in
the development and impswwement of the property. Om the 1lth of April, 1862, he joined the
Uaion army, enlisting in Company B, Simteenth Regular United States Lunfantry, Seeemd Battalion
and with his company was sent to Columbus, shere a camp of imstruction was maintained.
The regiment remained there only a short time and was then ordered to tlje front, where it
participated in fourteen important engagements, imcluding that of StoneRiver, where it wvamt
into battle one thoussmd strong and came out with omne hundred survivors, the others having
been killed, wounded or taken prisoner. He took part in the #attles of Chickamauga, the
first and second engagements at Bussards Roost, the engagement at Resaca, Georgia, at New
Hope ehurch, Kenesaw Mountain, Rough Station, Peadh Tree Creek, Jonesboro apd Atlants. At
SLpa Riﬂr Hr. Douglass rauuind a unahot wound in the breast but was not disa cob-
: i sclose of the war. He was nmﬁmﬂ"ﬂa%%ﬁ
op o i : 36 days after lLee's surrender, having gained
pn'n-ution from thu rauka to the pn.ition of ntppornl in December, 1864. He later served om
detached duty at brigade head-quarters, acting for ghe First Pivision of the Fourteenth Army
Corps..
After his discharge Mr. Douglass returned to Iows and made his home with upm father's
farm.. In the following year he fitted out a brealiidg outfit, consistsgg of a large breaking
plow and a fivedyoke team of oxen, and with this he engaged in breaking the prairie scil for
one season. He married im 1867 and in the same year purchased one hundred and sixty acres
of raw land, of which he broke eighty, selling the other halff of his pseperty. He farmed
upon this tract of land for ten years, disposed of it at the end .of that time at a profit
and moved to Worth county, Jowa, where he rented land and farmed for one year. Returning
to Allamakee county, he purchased eighty acres in the wicinity nf Waukon and spent ten yearm
upon the property, bringing it to a high state of developgent. He eventually sold his farm
also and for two years thereafter reanted land, buying at the -nﬁ of that time another iraet
near Waukon. This was already improwed to some extent but Mr. “ouglass carried forward the
wotk of dewklopment along modern lines and when he disposed of it received fifty dollas
per acre. At that time he moved into Weukon and purchaded a home but afterward sold it and
went to Oklahoma, where he again turned his attention to general agricultural pursuits,
purchasing a farm of one hundred and sixty acres, which he held for a timeand later sold at
a handsome profit.. Since taking up his residence permanently in this ecity he has bought
and sold a great deal of residence property and also bought and sold another farm. His un-
remitting diligence has brought him success, which enables him to put aside further business
cares, and he is now living retired, having earned leisure and rest by many years ofwell
directed labor, #e <. b A0(- /7, /7/3. Oc . 1, 1850 D em ANDEF
In 1867 Mr. Pouglass was united in marriage to Miss Adaline D, Ewing, who was bgpa in
Perry county, Indiana., She is a daughter of James E. Ming, a native of Chio, Who grew to
manhood in that state and there married Eliszabeth "nnd:t, of EKentucky. Mr. Bwing moved
lowa in 1853 and was one of the early settlers in Franklin township, % lamakee county.
e became will known as the tallest man in this part of the state, being six feet, eight
!I.nd\ld i.n baight, and he was nivor.lh' known as Uncle Jim End.ng. Mr, and Mrs. Douglass
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became the perents of three sons and four daughters. $mmes.], makes his home in South
Dakota, Mary is the wife of George Ralston, of Jefferson township, Allamakee county/ Alem-
ander W.. acted for some time as superintendent amd manager of an eighteen hundred aere grain
farm in Nerth Dakota, near Jamestown. He was a soldier in theSpanish-American war, scrving
first as corporal and later as lietitenant of militia.. We have his battle sword from that
war,. He now resides at home, William W, is a farmer in Allamakee county. Anna became the
wife of Charles Welch, of Beulah Station,. Jessie married fobert Adams, of Lincoln, Mebraska.
Agnes grew to maturity and was for some time a stenographer in Chicagiks She died Felruary
2, 1907, at the age of twenty years.

Mr, Douglass has been affiliated with the republican paerty since its organisation and
is one of its most loyal and earnest supporters. He is a memb er of John J.. Sillman Post,
G..A. R., and for years has served as officer of the dagaa$ all functions and parades of the
organisation. Few men in Mllamakee county are more widely and favorably known than Mr.
Pouglass, who has made his"home here since he was a lad of fifteen and who in the sixty
Years which have intervened hes opened up and developed several new farms, his labors con-
sbituting an important element in the general agricultural advamcement., Now, that he has
passed the seventy-fourth mile-stonme on life's journey, he is enjoying a well earned rest,
which is the natural reward ofhis former life of toil. His fellww fownsmen honow and respect
him and wherever he is known he has an extensive circle of friends.



